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                                             Good Friday 2017 Homily 

 

      What a contradiction we remember today, and there is not a more powerful contradiction 

in human history.  The cross is the ultimate form of a humiliating and pain filled death.  Yet, 

over the cross of Jesus Christ were written the words “King of the Jews”.  Jesus was more 

than just King of the Jews.  He was King of all humanity.  It appeared on that day that all that 

Jesus had preached, and taught, and all those healings that had raised such hope was all for 

naught.  Yet, Jesus said that when he was lifted up on the cross he would draw all to him.  

Despite all appearances, what Jesus did was not ended that day.  The Jewish leaders of that 

day thought they had the final word over this unusual preacher.  Yet, Jesus had the final word 

over sin and death.  They thought they had successfully defended the Law.  Jesus perfectly 

fulfilled it. 

     Defeat became victory.  Death became life.  The human understanding of success was 

turned on its head.  As Pope St. Leo the Great said, “Through the cross, we receive strength 

from weakness, glory from dishonor, and life from death.  As all die in Adam, so all will be 

brought to life in Christ.”  Through this ultimate instrument of humiliation, Jesus bridged the 

gap between God and humanity.  The veil in the Jewish Temple that separated the chosen 

people from the Holy of Holies was forever destroyed.  As Christians do all over the world, 

we can boldly rejoice and proclaim the greatness of God and what Jesus has done for us-the 

power and opportunity to enter heaven. 

     As it has done since that first Good Friday, the cross presents us with a challenge.  I don’t 

believe Jesus intended Christianity to be a comfortable religion.  The cross stands for the 

radical nature of what we as Christians are called to be.  We can clearly see that radical call in 
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two of the lesser characters in today’s Passion reading- Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea.  

Both were Pharisees and members of the Sanhedrin.  Nicodemus was interested in Jesus but 

only if no one else knew about his interest.  Joseph was also a secret disciple because of his 

fear of the Jews. 

     There was something about what Jesus did on the cross that day that changed everything 

for them.  Joseph went “public” and requested Jesus’ body from Pilate.  Nicodemus went 

“public” and brought enough anointing spices to properly bury a king.  I’m pretty sure that the 

reaction of the rest of the Sanhedrin was not kind.  Joseph and Nicodemus risked and most 

likely lost their titles and places in society.  They no longer seemed to care though.  Maybe 

they recognized there was something more to this beaten and broken person.  Their faith was 

confirmed several days later. 

     Today, what is it about the cross that challenges us?  Do we see it as a reminder of pain 

and death?  Or, do we see it as a means used by Jesus for our redemption?  What great love 

Jesus showed us on that cross.  Jesus also said love others as I have loved you.  Do we see the 

cross as a sign of defeat and hopelessness?  Jesus turned it around.  How many of us may 

have been in that state of hopelessness where everything seemed lost.  That is never the end of 

the story.  We saw the perfect example of that this week with Tiger Wood’s improbable 

Masters win.  Does anyone not believe that what is left of Notre Dame Cathedral, named after 

Jesus mother, won’t one day be restored to its former glory.  If we have similar experiences, 

never be afraid to share that with someone who needs to hear it. 

     The pain and defeat of the cross is real.  The hopeless feeling of Jesus’ followers was real.  

Yet, how soon did it all turn to victory.  Jesus continues to assist and love the hopeless 

through us.  The powerful graces and hope that flows from that cross are available to assist us 
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in our darkest hour.  The cross is now the sign of victory.  Darkness becomes light.  We are 

not a hopeless people.  As Jesus said, “Behold, I make all things new.”                         

      

                 

                             


